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turbulent, a crafty hireling may lead him to the Ministerial slaughter-house, and ply him with their wonder-working liquor, till he is no longer able to speak or think; and, my Lords, no man can be more agreeable to our Ministers than he that can neither speak nor think, except those who speak without thinking.
But, my Lords, the Ministers ought to reflect, that though all the people of the present age are their enemies, yet they have made no trial of the temper and inclinations of posterity. Our successors may be of opinions very different from ours; they may, perhaps, approve of wars on the Continent, while our plantations are insulted and our trade obstructed; they may think the support of the House of Austria of more importance to us than our own defence; and may perhaps so far differ from their fathers, as to imagine the treasures of Britain very properly employed in supporting the troops and increasing the splendour of a foreign Electorate.
Whatever, my Lords, be the true reasons for which this Bill is so warmly promoted, I think they ought, at least, to be deliberately examined; and therefore cannot think it consistent with our regard for the nation, to suffer it to be precipitated into a law. The year, my Lords, is not so far advanced, but that Supplies may be raised by some other method, if this should be rejected; nor do I think that we ought to consent to this, even though our refusal should hinder the Supplies, since we have no right, for the sake of any advantage, however certain or great, to violate all the laws of heaven and earth, and to fill the Exchequer with the price of the lives of our fellow-subjects.